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Autumn 2 

September 2025 

VILLAGE SHOW  - WINNERS!  

WELL DONE to all our winners...fantastic art work! 

Pop into the school hall to view all the other wonderful 
entries. 
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DIARY DATES 

1st Oct  CPR online training event—all children—AM 

2nd Oct  DEADLINE for Christmas cards artwork 

9th Oct  Hampshire Cup football tournament 

14th & 15th Oct Parents Evenings 

15th Oct  Harvest Festival—school hall 

17th Oct  DEADLINE—Christmas Boxes 

27th Oct  Break up for Half-Term 

3rd Nov  Individual school photos 

11th Nov  Remembrance Day—10am at church—11am War Memorial 

18th & 19th Nov Bikeability—Yr6  

14th Nov  Children in Need 

28th Nov  INSET DAY 

5th Dec  FRIENDS—Buy-a-Gift 

9th Dec  Christmas Panto 

11th Dec  Christmas Lunch 

11th Dec  Nativity—Church, 6pm 

19th Dec  Break up for Christmas—1.30pm 

5th Jan  INSET DAY 

13th Feb  Break up for Half-Term 

5th March   World Book Day 

13th March  FRIENDS—Mothers Day Gifts 

20th March  Red Nose Day 

27th March  Break up for Easter—1.30pm 

8th May  FRIENDS—Plant Sale 

22nd May  Sports Day 

22nd May   Break up for Half Term 

12th June  RESERVE Sports Day 

15th to 17th June Yr 5/6 Residential– Calshot 

19th June  INSET DAY   

22nd July  Break up for Summer—1.30pm 

Term Dates: Sept 2025- July 2026 

Autumn Term 2025 starts on Wednesday 3 September 2025 and ends on Friday 19 December 2025                                                           
(Half term from Monday 27 October to Friday 31 October 2025)  

Spring Term 2026 starts on Monday 5 January 2026 and ends on Friday 27 March 2026 (Half term from Monday 16 February to 
Friday 20 February 2026)  

Summer Term 2026 starts on Monday 13 April 2026 and ends on Wednesday 22 July 2026 (Half term from Monday 25 May to Friday 
29 May 2026)  

Term Dates: Sept 2026- July 2027 

Autumn Term 2026 starts on Tuesday 1 September 2026 and ends on Friday 18 December 2026 (Half term from Monday 26 October 
to Friday 30 October 2026)  

Spring Term 2027 starts on Monday 4 January 2027 and ends on Thursday 25 March 2027 (Half term from Monday 15 February to 
Friday 19 February 2027)  

Summer Term 2027 starts on Monday 12 April 2027 and ends on Wednesday 21 July 2027 (Half term from Monday 31 May to Friday 
4 June 2027) Term Start date  



3 

Special Visitor at Cheriton Primary 

On Thursday, we welcomed local MP Danny Chambers to the school. 
During his visit, he met with Mr. Castle and Mrs. Brett (Chair of 

Governors) to discuss the growing challenges that small schools are 
facing due to current education funding arrangements. 

They had productive and meaningful conversations, and Danny has 
committed to taking some of the key concerns back to the Education 

Secretary for further discussion. With falling birth rates and a funding 
formula heavily weighted towards pupil numbers, the timing couldn’t 
have been better — especially as this very issue featured in the news 

yesterday (TES article). 

Danny also spent time speaking with our fantastic School Council. He 
answered some tough questions from the children and took part in a 

thoughtful debate on current issues facing the country.  
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Parent Help at Cheriton…. 
We have been truly overwhelmed by how many parents have already come forward to offer their 

time, skills, and support for the school—thank you! 
As you know, we currently do not have the budget for a site manager, so many of the tasks are 
site- and maintenance-based. If you have any skills that might benefit the school (DIY, electrical 

work, gardening, etc.), we would love to hear from you. 

Here are some areas where parent help would make a big difference: 

Listening to Readers (3:15–3:30pm, daily)  
We are launching our new Reading Angels scheme, where parents support children by listening to 
them read at the end of the day. Thank you to those who have already volunteered—we’d love 
more helpers! 
 

Library Support (12:15–12:45pm, daily)  
Each day, two or three children in Owls take on library monitor duties. Parents can help by 
supervising, supporting, and encouraging them in their tasks of tidying, returning, and organising 
books. 
 

Window Cleaning (half-termly) 
External windows: If anyone has window-cleaning skills, we’d be very grateful for your help in 
keeping our school sparkling. 
 
Internal windows: Our current cleaning contract does not cover this, so any help here would also be 
wonderful. 
 

External Weeding (as needed)  
We are responsible for keeping the stoned area around the side of the school weed-free. A parent 
(or small team) to keep on top of this would be a huge help. 
 

Hanging Baskets (seasonal)  
We would love to reintroduce hanging baskets at the front of the school. With winter planting 
season upon us (violas and pansies), this would really brighten up our entrance. Watering help 
would also be much appreciated. 
 

Gardening Club (weekly) 
Many hands make light work. We are always open for more parent support at our popular 
Wednesday lunchtime gardening club.  
 

Transport to Sporting Events (as required)  
Sometimes we struggle to get children to away fixtures. If you have a larger vehicle and could 
occasionally help with transport, we’d love to add you to an emergency support list. 
 

If you are able to help with any of these areas—or if you have another skill that could benefit the 
school—please do let us know.  As the year unfolds we will add to this list. Every bit of support 

makes a difference! 
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A BIG CONGRATULATION TO ALL OUR PUPILS 
WHO COMPLETED THE LIBRARY READING 

CHALLENGE!  

KEEP READING EVERYONE! 
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A Floating Island……………….. 

with lots of gadgets—even an electric 
charger for the car!!! 

GARDENING CLUB…….. 
After many, many years of dedicated support with our school garden and the Gardening 

Club, Mrs Julia Wright, due to a lot of other commitments, has decided to pass her 
muddy gloves on to someone else. 

That someone else, we are very happy to announce, is Mr Andy Kneller.   He claims to 
have little experience but we expect with help from our other two volunteers, he will be 

up to speed in no time. 

We would like to take this time to express our HUGE gratitude to Julia for all she has 
done over the years.  She has instilled a love for gardening and nature in our children, 

this is noted each week by just how many turn up for Gardening Club! 

We still expect to see Julia pulling up a few weeds at pick-up though!!!   

Old habits die hard!! 
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Buying Christmas Presents Online?  
Is it too early?!! 

Don’t forget if you are buying presents online you can raise money for the school 
without doing a thing! Go through ‘easyfundraising’ either using the link on the 

school website ‘Parents’ – ‘Friends of Cheriton ’ page—scroll down to the bottom or 
go directly to  

 
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/cheritonprimary  

 
The ‘easyfundraising’  site will take you to the retailer (Amazon, M&S, Argos, John    
Lewis, Comet, Vodafone, eBay, Boden and Play.com - there are over 2,000), then a 

percentage of whatever you spend comes directly to us at no extra cost to 
yourself. It’s the easiest way to help raise money for ‘Friends’ and the school. 

Thanks to all those who have already signed up, happy shopping everyone! 
 
 

Once again we 
will be 

supporting the 
Winchester Food 

Bank at our 
Harvest Festival.  

We would be 
very grateful for 

any donations, 
see list for some 
suggested items. 

Please bring into 
school on this 
day and put on 
the table under 

the stairs. 

THANK YOU! 

HARVEST FESTIVAL    Wednesday 15th October  

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/cheritonprimary
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SICKNESS—Please adhere to our 48 hour rule.   

No child should return to school after sickness or diarrhoea for at 
least 48 hours after their last episode. 

THANK YOU, we appreciate your support. 

 

School Hours— Reminder 

The school gate opens at 8.30am and children can be left when a member of staff 
on playground duty arrives at 8.40am.  At 8.50am the Class teachers will line up 

the children and take them into school ready to start learning. 

It is important to get to school on time.  Start time is 8.50am. 



11 



12 

Christmas Shoeboxes 
As has been the case for many years, Alresford Rotary has invited us to take part in 
their Shoebox Scheme and bring joy to disadvantaged children in Albania, Montenegro, 
Romania and the Philippines.  Many of the children receiving these boxes have never had a 
present before, making them up is so rewarding with such a valuable lesson in giving to 
those less fortunate than ourselves. 

The Rotary have asked to please adhere to the “do’s and don’ts”.  See the leaflet below 
for details (your child will have brought one home).  NB—the cost for transport is £2.00,   
Boxes should be brought into school before by the 17th October.  Boxes, in the  flat pack 
version, can be obtained from the school office. 
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Once again Ellie has excelled!!  This time 
she came FIRST in the Hampshire 

Squash Tournament. 

 

Well done Ellie!!  What an amazing 
achievement. 

We are all very proud of you! 
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CLUBS 

          
MUSIC CLUB   Monday (3.30 to 4.30) - Hall, KS2—No Charge   

NETBALL CLUB  Tuesday (3.30 to 4.30pm)  - 6 yrs and over—Back Playground  

CHOIR    Wednesday ( 8.30 to 9.00am) - KS2—No charge 

COOKERY     Wednesday (3.30 to 4.30pm) - KS1 & 2 - Hall - 5 Yrs and over 

GARDENING      Wednesday (Lunchtime) - KS1 & KS2— No Charge  

ART CLUB      Thursday (3.30 to 4.45pm) Yrs 2 to 6 

FRENCH     Thursday/Friday - (Lunchtime) - KS1 & KS2  - Front playground   

FOOTBALL      Friday—(3.30 to 4.30pm) -  KS1 & KS2 - Back playground      

         

MUSIC LESSONS—Woodwind/Piano/Violin (Private lessons in school time.)  

Office Reminder. 

We aim to be a NUT FREE school.  Please ensure when sending in snacks or birthday treats that they 
do not contain nuts. 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 

In the event of inclement weather which 
may result in school closure, please check 
the Home page of the school website for 

details: www.cheriton.hants.sch.uk  

 

Email: 

melissadebont@yahoo.com 

 

Woodwind Lessons 
Mrs Debont has spaces for pupils to learn the clarinet or saxophone  (year3-6) 

This term she gave a demonstration on both the clarinet and saxophone to pupils in years 3&4. 

If your child is interested in learning, please email me and I can provide you with further information. 

 Or 

Let the office know for further information. 

OFFICE NEWS… 

Please settle any outstanding monies 
ASAP. 

 THANK YOU…...for keeping our hedge 
trim!! 


